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- AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Sports Authority.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

1)

)

€)

(4)

©)

(6)

= Section 1. KRS 148.590 is amended to read as follows:
There. is created the Kentucky Sports Authority, which shall be attached to the
Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, Office of the Secretary, for administrative
purposes.

The authority shall consist of fifteen (15) members, including the Lieutenant
Governor, the secmta;y of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, the secretary of
the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet, and twelve (12) members
appointed by the Govemof. The members appointed by the Govemor shall include
representatives of the Kentucky Racing Authority, the fish and wildlife community,
and the Kentﬁcky Boxing and Wrestling Authority.

The Lieutenant Governor shall serve as chairperson of the authority. Members shall
elect other‘oﬂicers as they deem necessary. Of the members initially appointed by
the Governor, one-third (1/3) shall serve a term of four (4) ye#rs, one-third (1/3)
shall serve a tefm of three (3) years, and one-third (1/3) shall serve a term of two (2)
years. All succeeding terms shall be for four (4) years.

’fhe secretary of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet shall appoint an executive
director, with the prior written approval of the Govemér, to head the authority. The
cabinet shall provide additional administrative sﬁppoﬁ to the authority from the
cabinet's existing staff as nécessary. 4 |

The authority shall meet no _less than biannuallyfmenthly} and at other times as
necessary, upon the call of the chairperson. Members shall be reimbnrsed for
expenses incurred in performing the authority's duties, functions, and
responsibilities.

The authority's primary reéponsibility shall be to recruit, promote, assist, place, and

develop sporting events, facilities, attractions, and programs in the Commonwealth,
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with ,thc ultimate goal of developing commerce, the economy, job opportuhities,
and revenue streams. The authority’'s duties shall include but not be limited to the
following: | l

- (@ Lead efforts to attract national and regional sporting events to Kentucky by

workixig with national, regional, and local s ortin

Aoy tery; - el G- Ot wie Speree COUBRIIZOG U K ZatIondT,

(b) Work with communities to recruit _professional -Qancliiseg[teward
ostablishins— A :':: nal—franchises—in entueKxy; and develop an overall

strategic plan to re_cruit and retain all forms of professional and amateur'

sporting events fo_Kentuch

| (c) Collaborate with commuﬁities fo identify and propose improvements ‘for
sporting activity inﬁastructuré, including opportunities for private and public
partnership on infrastructure deirelopment; present for the Govemdr’s approval
any financial plan that would fequire state tax dollars to build new athletic
facilities; and upon the Governor's approval Qf a proposed ﬁna_ncial' plan,
present it to the General Assembly; | -
~(d) Foster relationships between sporting event organizers and event sponsofs,
| and between and among state agencies, ahd provide advice and directi'onAfor.
increasing the number and quality of sporting events; _
(e) Evaluate various sports and sports-related activities and entitiés{,—sueh—as—&u%e
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niake written recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly
iffes-to-whether} additional regulation, ﬁcensing, or taxing are necessary;

() Collaborate with communities and Kentucky a?hletes to d?velog grog ams to
promote youth wellness and awareness of the benefits of a healthy lifestyle;

@} Develop and recommend to the Governor, as necessary, legislation and

administrative regulations to further the purposes of the authority, including

but_not limited to the recruitment and_ maintenance of professional and
amateur sporting events, At_hé facilitation of sporting participation by
Kentucky's citizens, the safe aﬁd ethical ogeratioh of sporting events, and
the fiscal impact of sporting events in the Commonwealthiprovide-additional
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